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By MISSOURIAN STAFF
news@ColumbiaMissourian.com

A three-eighths-cent sales 
tax for 911 and emergency 
management services is a 
good idea, and voters should 
approve it, the Columbia 
Chamber of Commerce 
Board of Directors decided 
Friday.

The chamber board voted 
to endorse the tax, which 
will appear as Proposition #1 
on the April 2 ballot, after 
surveying its members and 
reviewing their comments. 
The chamber said in a news 
release that 297 people, or 
19.7 percent of its members, 
responded to the survey. Of 
those, 56.2 percent said the 
chamber should endorse the 
tax, 17.9 percent said the 
chamber should oppose it, and 
25.9 percent said the chamber 
should remain neutral.

The sales tax, which was 
proposed after a study by a 
task force appointed by city 
and county officials, would 
generate an estimated $9.3 
million and would help pay 
for a new building for 911 
and emergency management, 
a staff increase, and software 
and equipment upgrades. 
Boone County would be 
responsible for overseeing the 
combined operations.

Opponents of the tax, includ-
ing Grass Roots Organizing 
and Keep Columbia Free, 
argue that the sales tax would 
be a burden on low-income 
people and that officials have 
not justified why the budget 
for 911 and emergency man-
agement should be increased 
so much. The current budget 
for 911 services is $2.7 million 
per year; the budget for emer-
gency services is $218,000.

“The 911 emergency servic-
es issue is an important issue 
in our community,” chamber 
board Chairman Randy Coil 
said in the news release. “Any-
time you have a tax increase, 
the business community is 
going to be concerned. That 
being said, our services des-
perately need improving. That 
is why the Columbia Chamber 
of Commerce is supporting 
this issue.”

Supervising editor is 
Scott Swafford: swaffords 
@missouri.edu, 884-5366.

Mark and Laura 
Hooibrink serve food 
and friendship at 
the Claysville Store 
By CAITLIN KERFIN 
and MEGHAN ELDRIDGE
news@ColumbiaMissourian.com

The wooden walls of the 
Claysville Store seem to speak 
in a thick Missouri accent of 
the history of the Katy Trail 
and of the families the restau-
rant attracts every weekend.

A mural spanning the length 
of an entire wall was painted 
by a former employee and 
depicts what was once the Mis-
souri-Kansas-Texas Railroad 
and is now the Katy Trail run-
ning in front of an old general 
store. 

The corner of the mural 
features a quote by American 
columnist Erma Bombeck and 
reflects the Christian faith of 
the Claysville Store owners: 
“When I stand before the Lord 
at the end of my life, I would 
hope to have 
not a bit of tal-
ent left — that 
I could say, ‘I 
used every-
thing you gave 
me.’” 

Co - ow ners 
Mark and 
Laura Hooi-
brink were 
inspired to begin remodel-
ing the old general store on 
Claysville Road into a family 
style restaurant in 1993 after 
watching their children sell 
Kool-Aid to people using the 
trail. They opened in 1998.

“We’re a pretty tight-knit 
family, and I get a little sen-
timental about that. We want 

people to come here and feel at 
home,” Mark Hooibrink said.

Quilts made by the Hooi-
brinks’ family members 
hang from ceiling beams 
and walls in the dining room, 

surrounding 
the tables 
with a sense 
of family. 
Some quilts 
are made 
from pieces 
of fabric 
from Laura’s 
c h i l d h o o d 
clothes. Mark 

fondly recognized one piece 
as part of Laura’s sundress 
from the 1970s.

The couple was married in 
1979; Laura was 18 years old, 
Mark was 20. They have lived 
in the house next door to the 
restaurant since their wed-
ding and raised three children 
together, each now married 

with children of their own.
Mark makes it his mission 

to step away from the sizzling 
pans of fried chicken in the 
kitchen to greet each table 
seated in the restaurant, and 
get to know them.

“That’s the joy of this job — 
meeting and greeting every-
one that graces our door,” 
Mark Hooibrink said.

Over the years, the couple 
has developed many close 
friendships with regulars, he 
said. 

Only open Saturdays 4 to 
8 p.m. and Sundays 12:30 to 
4 p.m., the restaurant serves 
200 to 300 people, cooking on 
average 900 to 1,200 pieces of 
chicken.   

Behind the kitchen door, 
the Hooibrinks spend hours 
preparing items from scratch 
using some family recipes. 
Laura’s blackberry cobbler 
is a fan favorite, Mark Hooi-

brink said. The gooey dessert 
is a recipe passed down from 
Laura’s mother.

Reservations are recom-
mended, but not required, to 
ensure customers do not have 
to wait to be seated. The res-
taurant is about a 30-minute 
drive from Columbia and is 
located at 5650 E. Claysville 
Road.

The Hooibrinks realize their 
restaurant is a destination spot 
and try to ensure they plan for 
each weekend’s crowd, Mark 
Hooibrink said.

Supervising editors are 
Emilie Stigliani and Stephan 
Sini: news@Columbia 
Missourian.com, 882-7884.

Chamber of 
Commerce 
endorses 
911 tax

‘We want people to 
come here and feel 

at home.’
MARK HOOIBRINK
Clayville Store co-owner

Defense contends 
state attorney 
general made errors 
By SAMANTHA SUNNE
news@ColumbiaMissourian.com

Ryan Ferguson’s attorneys 
filed a statement rebutting 
the state’s request for a denial 
of their habeas petition Fri-
day. Judges will take this 
statement into account when 
deciding to deny Ferguson’s 
petition, accept it, or ask the 
lawyers for more information.

Terry Lord, clerk of court 
for the Western District Court 
of Appeals, said he expect-
ed the judges to decide soon 
whether they will accept or 
deny Ferguson’s petition.

In her statement, Ferguson’s 
attorney Kathleen Zellner 
said Missouri Attorney Gen-
eral Chris Koster applied the 
wrong legal standards to Fer-
guson’s case.

“We think there are a num-
ber of errors in the state’s 
response,” Zellner said in an 
interview. “They’re misapply-
ing Missouri habeas law.”

The attorney general’s 
office declined to comment. 
But in a statement filed March 
6, Koster argued that Fergu-
son was required to present 
new evidence to the court in 
order to obtain a new hearing. 

“A second hearing to litigate 
claims that have already been 
proven to be untrue is unjusti-
fied and a waste of judicial 
resources,” Koster wrote.

The evidence in question 
was the subject of a hearing 
in Jefferson City last year. A 
judge denied Ferguson’s peti-
tion, so Zellner is now seeking 
relief from a higher court.

“What possible expenditure 
of judicial resources could be 
more justifiable than rectify-
ing a wrongful conviction?” 
she wrote in her reply to 
Koster’s statement.

The court limited Zell-
ner’s statement to 25 pages. 
She filed a 154-page petition 
in January, and the state’s 
response numbered 62. The 
statement filed Friday was the 
latest in Zellner’s attempts to 
get Ferguson either released 
from prison or back in court 
for a new trial.

One cornerstone of her 
argument is that the only two 
witnesses to tie Ferguson to 
the crime recanted. Koster 
pointed out that a judge heard 
those recantations last year 
and dismissed them as not 
credible. 

Koster “chooses to ‘slay 
the messenger’ by blaming 
(Ferguson’s) attorneys for the 
recantations,” Zellner wrote. 
She claims he misconstrued 
the nature of the lawyers’ rela-
tionships with the witnesses.

Ferguson is serving 40 years 
in prison for the murder of 
sports editor Kent Heitholt in 
the Columbia Daily Tribune’s 
parking lot in 2001.

Supervising editor is 
Katherine Reed: reedkath 
@missouri.edu, 882-1792.

Ryan Ferguson’s 
lawyers respond 
to petition denial

A family culinary destination
Kyle 
Donnelly, a 
high school 
student at 
Southern 
Boone High 
School, waits 
tables at 
Claysville 
Store. The 
restaurant 
employs 25 
people who 
help serve on 
the weekend 
as waiters, 
hosts and in 
the kitchen.
MEGHAN 
ELDRIDGE 
Missourian

More online
Check out a multimedia piece 
about the restaurant at  
ColumbiaMissourian.com.


